I want to say a big THANK YOU to all of the support crew, both on the road and on the hill who made my Paddy Buckley Round a special day out. It is always a pleasure to be out in the mountains with friends, especially when they are carrying your food and kit! 

It was fantastic to have a party back at the bunkhouse on return, sorry that I crashed so early Heli. 

What a great home team we now have, this Round is so close, come on who’s next? 

Special thanks also to the non Tattenhall assistance of Rob Hughes, and to Iain and Sarah Ridgeway. Sarah ran on leg 1 and Iain on legs 1 & 2, whilst Rob ran through the bogs and rain in the Northern Moelwyns. 

Each leg had great moments here are some: discussing slowing down on leg 1 with James in case no-one was there at the change over, and agreeing to walk in the forest to lose some time! On leg 2, Paul and his GPS (a GPS that only needs leg 1 to complete the PBR) and Ian Lancaster insisting that I eat and drink all the time, the shortcut through the kids play area into the Llanberis changeover. On leg 3, dawn over the Glyders (and checking that Mark wasn’t taking me down Bristly Ridge). The descent off Tryfan…and yes Andrew Gooda’s shorts! On leg 4, a non existent comfort stop and looking forward to risotto in Capel Curig. The confidence of Steve navigating and Sarah reminding me of the last time we had been out on Pen yr Ole Wen, when we hadn’t made it to the top!

Aah risotto, apparently there were midges in Capel Curig – must have been Peter’s Scottish influence.

On leg 5, Dave Sykes explaining that bog crossing could be by the skimming stone method or the bouncing bomb method, before providing a demonstration of bog diving up to his waist requiring Peter’s assistance to “save” him. The madness of the Moelwyns: the awesome magnetic attraction of Blaenau Ffestiniog pulling us towards it descending from Allt Fawr despite being the wrong direction. Me being the only person to identify the fancy dress sheep, and see the kangaroo. Definitely all seeing Sue Lancaster and Jen under an umbrella and serving us tea in the Quarries! The run off Cnicht and seeing Sue and Alison.

The journey completed. The party begins in Nantmor Car Park. The moment between the two captured by Mark’s picture. We are all winners who took part, twenty two hours and thirty six minutes of winning.

Thank you.

Simon

