David Sykes BGR
5th and 6th June 2009

After getting the BG ‘bug’ a few years ago and having trained in 2008 only to miss out on an attempt due to injury, I was relieved and excited finally to be standing at the Moot Hall ready to go. I had chosen a 6.30pm start so as to get off Blencathra in the last of the day’s light before tackling the Dodds to Dunmail during the night.

I left the Moot Hall accompanied by Steve and Sarah Hammond, Rob Hughes (who I had paced on leg 1 last year), Matt Sheehan, Duncan Harris and James Pearson. The weather was absolutely perfect, cool, still and clear. We made Skiddaw in 82 minutes, which I was pleased with having been conscious to avoid going off too fast and paying for it later. The perfect conditions meant we made up time particularly on the descents to arrive in Threlkeld at 9.51pm. It was great to see the road support ready and waiting with food, drinks and encouragement.

After a brief stop with fresh pacers (Simon Ellis and Jamie Lawler) we climbed Clough Head with still perfect conditions before striking off to Great Dodd where we entered the clag as darkness fell. Some poor navigation saw us leave Great Dodd for Watsons Dodd only to arrive back at the large shelter on Great Dodd some minutes later! So, it was out with the map and compass before arriving in Dunmail at 2.48am having lost all the time made up on the first leg. I’d paced rounds during darkness on 2 previous occasions in glorious conditions when I have wanted the night to carry on a bit longer, on climbing Steel Fell I wanted the daylight to arrive as soon as possible. 
Now joined by Mark Smith and Andrew Gooda, daylight came along with rain and wind as we crossed the Langdales. Beyond Bowfell the weather turned worse, driving wind, hail and 3 inches of snow (in June!) on the high ground between Bowfell and Scafell. At this point, despite being more or less on schedule, I wondered if it would be wiser to call the whole thing off, particularly during a ‘wobbly’ moment on the way up Scafell Pike. I had arranged to meet a climbing friend at Broad Stand, but fortunately he had decided that this was not the day to take that route and I happily dropped down from Mickledore to climb Scafell via Foxes Tarn. My spirits were raised by the fabulous scree run down to Wasdale and realising that I was only 10 minutes down on the schedule so despite the rain hammering down in the valley the attempt was still very much on. 
Accompanied by Nick Holmes, Paul Miller, Peter Taylor, Jon Swan and Dave Hindley I was delighted to arrive at the summit of Yewbarrow in only 42 minutes after taking the climb pretty easy. At this point I started to believe I was going to succeed, this gave fresh life to my legs and in improving conditions (now raining hard but with good visibility) I picked the pace up and was delighted to surprise the support team at Honister by arriving before they expected me.
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Leg 5 was comfortable and I changed into road shoes at Little Town before the run in to Keswick. The town was heaving with market stalls and bemused shoppers as I ran the final few yards to the Moot Hall accompanied by a great support team and my 2 daughters to finish at 4.20pm giving a total time of 21 hours and 50 minutes.
I am grateful to the support of everyone involved with helping me realise this dream.
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